
FACTS AltOI T THE CAS TRUST.

The Consolidation BUI Violates the Con-

stitution at the Outset by Its
Faulty Title;

Violates the Constitution in Taking Away

the Right of a City to Grant

Franchises, and

Givus the Trust the Right to Charge Three
Dollars per 1,000 Feet

for Gas.

Provisions of the Ordinances Granting Fran
chises to Various Consolidated Companies

in This City.

One of Them Was Forfeited for Non-Complian- ce

with Contract Back
in 1802.

Some Interesting Information Which the Oity
Council Should Call For from Various

Officials.

The (. TnHt ):ill JfLV.0,000 to mem-Ih.- 'I

of the Fortieth General Assembly
of llllmiW for u law under which It
could rob the people to It heart's con-(cu- t.

Hut It overlooked n few points that
even bribery couldn't cover up.

Section lit of Article 4 of the Cniixtl-tutlo- u

of lllluolx declare that no sub-
ject not cmbracid in the title of u bill
xhatl become a law. There are some
subject in the body of the infamous

and frontage bill not
embraced In the title. Hence the law Is
void.

THIS LAW. known im the "CSAS
CONSOLIDATION ACT." empowered
all existing ens cotupaides to consol-
idate with ami mew into a ln:lo cor-
poration, "which shall le one of said
tuerviuK and consolidation corpora-
tions" and Inasmuch an tlilx ACT, u'

purpoitcd authority, grants to
nil then existing pix compnules In the
city of Chicago certain exclusive rights
and privileges, not contemplated by or
given them by tiny ordlimiu-- of the
Chicago City Council, and as the right
to sue franchises and prescribe terms
for privileges granted thereby Is ex-

pressly reserved to and held to be In-

herent in tlie City Council by the State
Constitution of 1S7D, which provides
that the State Legislature shall not
grant and cannot convey rights and
privileges lutlie streets of cities to cor-
porations or Individuals, except by and
with the consent of the local authori-
ties (meaning the City Council), It Is
unconstitutional on that pnlnt.
m:t us look at so.mk pkuti- -

XKXT FACTS relating to this point:
!u ordinances passed by the Chicago
City Council,. prior to the p.is.age of
the "(Ins Consolidation Act." and un-

der and by virtue and exlstetice of
hitch ordlnuuccs, certain bonds, eon-trnct- s,

privileges nml obligations were
assumed by certain gas companies, In
return for franchises minting them
provisional rights liv the use and occu-
pancy of the streets, alwayn subject,
Jiowevcr, to the reservations held In
wild ordinances for the bcnetlt and pro.
tectlou of the people comprising the
municipality of Chicago, the Intent anil
object of which provisions Is npparent
and well known, and In such ordi-
nances It Is expressly stated, reserved
ami provided, to wit:

l. coxsuannis' o.vs, fimjl and
LIGHT COMPAXV.-- A perpetual fran-
chise passed April L'S 1S' granting
the corporation the right to thu use
and occupancy of the streets. In return
for which the corporation ugrecd and
iKiund Itself by bond and various pen-
alties, to lay all feeders and service
pipes at the time of laying main pipes,
without subsequent disturbance, of the
surface or pavements; to extend Its
main pipes, when ordered by a major-
ity of the City Council, In any blo.-k- ,

one-hal-f of which shall bo Improved by
buildings; that the corporation should
not extend Its pipes beyond the city,
or allow any connections to bo made
with Its pipes to supply gas to nny con-
sumers outside of the city; that It
should not charge more than -.-" cents
per foot for service pipes, nor charge
general consumers of gas more tli.m
?1 7.1 per 1,000 cubic feet, giving con-

sumers of more than loo.uoo cubic feet
per year a rebate of ii." cents per 1,000
cubic feet; ilmt said comp.tny should
be subject to all existing general or-

dinances concerning gas; that the city
should have the right to Inspect meters
and that the gas supplied should be of
the uniform average of in sperm cm-die-

burning 1-
-0 grains per hour In a

."foot burner; that the company's
rights and privileges provisionally
granted should bo forfeited unle-- s with-
in three years from date of acceptance
of the ordinance 4t had erected and
had In operation works and mains suf-

ficient to distribute ten million cubic
feet fif gas every thirty days, snld
worl to cost not less than
that If said company should directly or
Indirectly hell, lease or transfer Its
franchise and privileges to any other
gas company or comp.inlcs, or cease to
manufacture and furnish gas for a
period of more than ten coiiccutlvo
days; or If It should fail or refuse to
extend Its main pljs-.-s when requested
to do o by a majority of iho Cotiucll,

Its rights and privileges should cease
and Ihj of no more effect and that this
termination "shall not be required thu
Judgment or decree of any court;" that
the price charged for gas should never
exceed the rate named In the ordinance
mid that It would neither sell nor
lease Its fraifchlso or privileges and
would not enter Into any combination
with any gas company concerning rate
or price to be charged for gas and
should give bond of ?r00,)00 to s.itlsfy
any damages to the city of Chicago or
any consumer of Its gas who should
suffer through violation of any obli-
gations, or conditions of the ordinance.
the liability not to be limited by the
amount of the penalty of said bond.

1!. KQUITAULK GAS LIGHT AXI
FL'KL COMl'ANY.-- An ordinance
granting a perpetual franchise, passed
Aug. 10, 188.", authorizing the company
to construct, operate and maintain
works, lay mains and service pipes,
the company agreeing to charge not
more than '2"t cents per foot for service
pipes; to charge not more than $1.7."
per l.tMiu cubic root for gas, with a re-

bate of u." cents per 1,000 feet to all
users who consumed over100,0U0 cubic
feet per annum; "any attempt to col-

lect a greater rate would work a for-
feiture of all rights and privileges;"
that meters and iiuallly of gas shall be
subject to inspection nml tests; that
mains should be extended upon de-

mand by two-third- s vote of the Coun-
cil In any block three-fourth- s of which
shall bo improved by building; that
the company should expend $100,000
wHltlu the llrst twelve mouths and lay
mains and ilMrlbuto within three years
gas to the extent of Ten Million feet
every thirty days; that If snld company
shall at any time enter Into any com-
bination directly or Indirectly, with any
gas company or companies, concerning
rate or price for gas, or shall directly
or Indirectly sell, or transfer Its tights
and privileges, all Its rights and privi-
leges under Its franchise, without nny
Judgment or decree of iiny court, shnll
fully cease and terminate absolutely,
and the company was requhed before
the ordinance became operative to give
a bond of $100,000 as surety to thu city
or any consumer of Its gas for any dam-
age they might sustain by ivnsou of any
failure of 'the company to perform any
or single of the obligations Imposed by
Its charter, snld bond not to be set up
ns the limit of liability.

UNIVERSAL GAS COMPAXY.--An

ordinance for u llfty-yca- r franchise,
passed by tlio Council July L':, 1801,
which provided expressly that the com-
pany should not charge general con-sinne-

to exceed )?1 per 1,000 cubic
feet, and that upon this charge the
Universal should pay the city 10 per
cent, of its gross receipts, and If, or
when, the company should reduce the
price to 00 cents or less, the company
should be released from paying the
city nny percentage. This company
was required to expend $100,000 upon
Its works and mains within twelve
months, and within three years to 'mve
a plant capable of supplying to con-
sumers ten million feet of gas every
thirty days; the company was required
to deposit $100,000 In cash with the
City Comptroller mid give bonds of
$100,000 additional for faithful coinpll
unco with nil provisions of the ordlu
mice; ugree that the rate named
should never bo exceeded; that the
company would not enfr Into nny
combination with any otl.er gas com
pany; nml that Its liability for nay
damage resulting to the city or consum
ers fur nny damage resulting to the
city or consumers for any Infraction
of the provisions of Its franchise would
not bo limited by its bond; all upon
thu express condition that the com
pany should not sell, lease, transfer Its
privileges or enter Into any combina-
tion ns to price with any other trust
or corporation, and the company spe-
cifically agrees ihat for any violation
of Its obligations to tho city or consum-
ers, Its plant, mahlnery, tools and ap-
pliances shall revert and belong to the
city, without iuterieutlon or process of
law; nml it Is expressly provided that
tho city shall have the right to pur-
chase the plant entire at nu appraised
value nt the end of fifty years,
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THE OHIOAOO BAOLK,
OODKX GAS COMPAXY.--An or-

dinance passed Feb. 2.", 180.", granting
a llfty-yca- r franchise, subject to nil
general ordinances regarding gns com-
panies then tu force, the company
agreeing to charge n fixed maximum
price of HO cents per 1,000 cubic feet
to general consumers mid 7"i cents to
the city, or $10 per nnninn for each
street lamp consuming four cubic feet
per hour, Including the labor of light-
ing and extinguishing the same, the
city expressly reserving Its require-
ments of this labor ns n part of the con-
sideration for the ordinance; nlso that
the company shnll pay the city not less
than !IJ per cent, of Its gross receipts;
make a statement annually under oath
of Its gross receipts to the Comptroller,
who shall hnve free access to its books
at all times; submit Its meters to In-

spection and quality of gas to test, ns
prescribed; expend on Its works at least
$100,000 within twenty-fou- r months
from acceptance qf ordinance; manu-
facture nud distribute five million feet
of gas every thirty days within three
years from date of acceptance; and the
ordinance prescribes ns accepted thnt
the price to consumers shall never ex-

ceed the rate prescribed by the ordlu-mic-

that the company shall not
charge any person for service pipe, but
shall lay the same at Its own expense,
and the company agrees and did give
bond of $100,000 ns surety that nil the
provisions of the ordinance shall be
faithfully carried out, under unlimited
liability for damages, and that nt the
expiration of the life of the ordinance
the city shnll have the right of fran-
chise at nu agreed appraised value.

CHICAGO ECONOMIC FUKL GAS
COMPANY. Ah ordinance passed
July ill, 1801, conveying n franchise for
fifty years for the supply of both man-
ufactured nud natural gas, upon the
same general provisions and require-
ments governing the other companies,
eieclally the provision of Section IS,
which provides that In case the said
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company should nt any time In nny
milliner enter Into n di-

rectly or with nny other gns
coumnny, Its ordinance nml
should become null nnd void mid nil
rights revert to the city without refer-
ence to uny court or legal appeal. The
company agreed to chhrge for

gns $1.10 per 1,000 cubic feet,
with 10 cents reduction per 1,000 feet
for prompt payment, mid 00 cents per
1,000 for natural mid fuel gas, with
10 cents reduction for prompt payment;
agreeing nnd also to pay
the city per cent, on gros receipts
from gas mid f per cent,
on gross receipts from sale of natural
or fuel gns, ami to fur-
nish gns to the city for $17.50 per street
lamp post per year.

OX THE liOTII DAY OF
1802, a preamble nud resolution

wns passed by the City Council, re-
pealing the above Chicago
Fuel Gns Company nnd
declaring all pipes nud In
tho streets of the city to be city proper-
ty, In accordance with the
of the ordinance
nud upon the ground that n majority of
the stock of snld company had passed
Into thu hands of the Gas Trust,

THE 0(1 DEN. It Is now currently
reported, nml there nre grounds for be-
lief, that thu Ogden Gns Company has
entered upon u contract with the Gas
Trust agreeing not to extend Its plant
or pipes uny further for n period of
three years.

ALL EVADE THE LAW. All of the
ubovu nud
have evaded the plain letter nnd legal

of their franchises nml
by the terms of snld franchises
forfeited every right and privilege con-
tracted for with the city nud conveyed

by nrdlmtucc.
VIOLATE It Is pro-vldc- d

In mi ACT the
for the granting of rights nml

for lighting nnd heating pur-
poses by cities, nlso passed by the lain
I0TII luat no gas com-
pany In future shall be granted pilvl-lege- s

of building or extension of mains
and pipes, except they secure petitions
signed by owners of more than one-ha- lf

thet frontage of each mile and frac-
tion of 'u mile of nny street or alley,
which Is designed to pro-
tect thu merge In their Ille-

gal evasion of contract
nud pievents nuy tljrough
the and operation of new

now and forever In the fu-
ture, mid said ACT Is directly In Con

filet with the ordinances passed nml
franchise contracts mutually entered
Into by the city nml gas
which latter gained valuable rights
and thereby, and whose du-
ties and as well ns the
rights of the city ami of Its citizens, nre
therein reserved nud pre-
scribed.

CAN HAISK THE MUCK. The
"GAS CONSOLIDATION"

ACT provides that after one year the
GAS THU8T may charge any rate
charged Ifj-- nny company with which
merger or Is made, ns,
for Instance, with the GAS
LIGHT AND COKK
which has a franchise Trout
the Stnte and tnny charge ns much ns
$L7.", per 1,000 cubic feet to the city
nml $:i per 1,000 feet to general con-
sumers, and forever.

S 1' P It K M K COrit T AGAINST
TIIII.M. The Illinois Supreme Court
has held and decided that nu ordinance
granting franchise Is a con-
tract by mutual consent) nud the rights
mill so granted nre

In tlie same, and evnstou or
of the spirit and letter of the

contract or any change therefrom un-

less by consent constitutes a forfeiture
of rights, mid, ns It has iiIwii.vh been
held a In both English mid
American hiw thnt "ACTS
special upon or granting pub-
lic property to private or

nre construed strictly
against the grantees mid In favor of
the State" or the

MIJNACE TO ALL. Section tt of
the GAS CONSOLIDATION ACT
Is and provides thnt
"any or leas-
ing the property of any other com-
pany shall be subject to mid perform
for each of the so entering
Into said agreement the legal OHLIGA-TION- S

now resting upon each of them
under their charters and
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HON. JOHN P. McGOORTY,
Honest Chicago fcr Owner- -
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' ordinances" "In the same man- -

ner mid to the same extent as if the
companies had lemnlncd Individual nud
distinct," nud, providing, however,
"that nothing In this net shall be con-
strued us extinguishing snld companies
entering Into tho agreement or agree-
ments mentioned, or ntiuulllng or Im-

pairing nuy of their respective fran-
chises, licenses or privileges, but that
they shall severally be regarded as still
subsisting, so fat as their contlmiaucc
for the purpose of upholding nny right,
title or Interest, power, privilege or Im-

munity ever exerclsctl or enjoyed by
nny of them, may bo necessary for the
protection of their respectlvo creditors
or mortgagees, or any of them" nnd
SECTION 10, or tho ACT, which Is n
violation of the letter of the Constitu-
tion, lu that Is attempts to supersede
the rights expressly vested In tlie City
Council by the Constitution, In relation
to grant privileges In the streets of the
city, and would dCHtroy the vested
rights mid property Interests of tho
city and liabilities mid obligations to
the city and Its citizens assumed by
the gas companies, under their ordi-
nances nud franchlso contracts, by pro-
viding that "the purchase mid sale or
lease, or consolidation nnd merger,
shall not be held or construed ns a vio-
lation of the provision of uny ordinance
or bond given thereunder," thereby en-
deavoring to protect tho evasive and
dishonest gns companies at the ex-
pense of the legal mid equitable light
of the city and Its citizens'.

READ AND PONDER. This same
CONSOLIDATION ACT, III SECTION
10, provides that "lu case the property
sold, or leiisid, or acquired through
consolidation or merger, Is subject to
mortgage OR OTHER LIEN, such
mortgage or other lien shnll he nnd re-

main a lien upon ALL PROPERTY
so sold, purchased, leased or AC-

QUIRED, so that tho samu shall be
liable for and respond (to the payment)
of Mich uiortgngu or other lieu exist-
ing nt the time of such snlo or lease,"
nnd "Any corporation purchasing or
le.islug the teal citato nud persounl
property of any other company or com-
panies shall PAY AXD DIS-
CHARGE all debts nud LIAIULITIES
of each of tho companies, and
fictions may bu brought mid maiiitnlu-e- d

mid iccoveiy had therefore against
the company so purchasing or leasing,
or against such consolidated corpora-tloii."nndl- n

SECTION 11 It is provided
that tho consolidated corporation, or
GAS TRUST, "shall furnish gas to con-sinne-

ar good In quality as It fur-
nished previous to nucli purchase or

lease, and shnll not Increase the price
chnrged by It for gas of the' quality
furnished to consumers during ANY
PAHT OF TUB YKAtt, IMMEDIATE-
LY PltECEDING such purchase or
lease, or such CONSOLIDATION," un-

der penalty (section 12) of Liability IN
DAMAGES TIIEUEFOIt to the PEU-SO- N

AGGRIEVED, mid shall, for each
offense, forfeit two hundred dollars, In
mi action for debt, In the name of the
people of the Stnte of Illinois, or by
nny person who may sue for the same,
nnd such conipnny shall nlso Ite liable
to proceedings QUO WA1UIANTO for
violation of cither of snld provisions,
ami If adjudged guilty the court may
give judgment of ouster from Its fran-
chise, UNLESS THE COMPANY
SHALL CEASE AND DISCONTINUE
such violation, ns mid when determined
by the court," thereby attempting In
the last paragraph to destroy any re-

course by the city or by the people, us
to continuous Intermittent violations of
'franchise restrictions nnd requirements
ns to price, quality and Inspection of
Kit.

The City Council should ask ioitlic
following Information:

1. The Comptroller shold he directed
to report forthwith to the Council, ut
Its next regular meeting, what. If any,
receipts have come to the city from
gas companies under the provisions of
nny of the gns ordinances; wh.it, If
nuy, street lamps are being supplied
with gas by the Ogdcu Gas Company;
capacity of the plant, mid If said com-
pany or any other Is performing the
Inlmr of lighting mid extinguishing
snld lumps, nnd what, If any, contracts
have lieon let to gas companies for sup-
plying the city with gns, together with
the mime, or names, of said company,
or companies, mid the nniount of which
snld contracts have been let, an I by
what authority.

2. The Corporation Counsel mid I he
Comptroller should be Instructed to re-

port forthwith to the Council whether,
lu accordance with thu provisions ami
requirements of the resolution of Feb.
20, 1802, the frnnchlse or the Economic
Gns Company was duly forfeited and
Its pipes mid equipment recovered to
the city, and. whether nny permit has
been 'Issued granting any other com-
pany the use of s.ild pipes, and also
whether any measures have been taken
to recover to the clly Its rights and In-

terest In the pipes mid equipment of
other gas companies, which, by c l-
isten mid Infraction or their ordinance
nnd rrniichlso contracts, have forfeited
said franchise mid their plant nud
equipment to the city, ami what, If any.
measure have been taken by tlie city
to recover penal sums on bonds filed
by nny of the above mimed companies
ns surely mid guarantee for the

of their obligations to the
clly mid to gas consumers In general,
under the terms of nny franchise
which nny or said companies through
evasion or noncompliance with all the
terms nud requirements or vild fran-
chise have forfeited.

:i. The city gas Inspector should lie
Instructed to report forthwith, direct
to the Council, what, If any, tests have
been made during the past yei:'. or the
INtwer nud Illuminating quality or gns,
as required by the various gas ordin-
ances, provisionally granting stieet
nnd other privileges to gas companies,
mid R such required jests have been
ninile, to state for what conipnny. or
companies snld gas was Inspected, ex-

amined mid tested, nud where mid by
what process said gas was manufac-
tured.

I. The Comptroller, the Corporation
Counsel, the City Gas Inspector mid
the Commissioner of Public Works
should be severally Instructed to re-
port forthwith to the Council, hi what,
If uny, respect any or the gas compiin-le- s

granted ordinances and franchises
by this Council have violated said or-

dinances mid have hereby become lia-
ble to forfeiture of their franchise
rights nud privileges back to the city.

.". The Corporation Counsel should be
directed to communicate with the At-
torney General of the State and to re-
quest his mid support In
tlie Inauguration on behalf of the illy
of Chicago of proceedings In QUO
WARRAXTO, ror tho purposu or

tlie present condition and sys-
tem or operation nnd responsibility un-

der their ordinances mid franchises of
the various gas companies and tho con-
solidation or these companies known ns
the GAS TRUST, which are operating
under tho provisional ordinances mid
franchises granted them by the Coun-
cil, with the view of determining In a
court of last resort whether thu said
companies, or the said GAS TRUST
ure legally fulfilling their duties and
obligations to tho city mid Its citizens.

Tho Gns Trust had nu awful nerve
to buy up tho Legislature nnd to o

the passage of u uiensure killing
nil opposition to It when It had no fran-
chise from Chicago to do business It-

self.

If tho members of our Legislature
a ie to be regularly bribed, nud If tho
tribunals of Justice fail through cor-
ruption, what will becoiun of Kpulnr
liberty nud popular rights?

The Jury bribers nre ou the run.

Clubs to light tho Gas Trust have
been organized lu the 'JStli, i:itli,

Hth, 20th. 21st, 10th, nud 1.1th Wards.
Let tho good work go ou!

Tho Gas Trust seeks to control the
bench, Legislature and City Council.

The Democrats will niako denuncia-
tion of tlie Gns Trust a part of their
city platform this year. Xow what
will the Republicans do?

AVhy Is It that tho dully uowspnpors
are nil talk about the vopcnl or the
Allen bill, nud hnve nothing to say
about Iho gas frontage 1111 V

It will not be long before thu people
settle the Gns Trust. Mark theso
words.

Give the Gas Truit tho Legislature
nud the Bench, and the peoplo will
soon be serf.
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RUDOLPH HURT,

Tailor and Hatter.
603 BLUE I8LAND AVE., CHICAGO.

(Btwn 18th and I Oth 8tt.)

Uniforms of All Kinds a Specialty.
PRICES REASONABLE.

MURRAY Si. CO..
tml9lllxc9. !.
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148-1- 50 Wells Street,
Telephone) North 8.

148 and

R. K. 8LOAN.

Muwasass

BLANKETS

W. D. GURTIN & CO.,
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LIVERY:

JOHN ADANK,

SQUARE WOOL, all prices.

DUCK-LINE- D, iquart aa
shaped, all gradei.

STABLE BLANKETS, line
and unllned, all styles aii
qualities, cut to fit asi
guaranteed to stay ob.

WATER -- PROOF Hone a4
Wagon Coven.

WHITE DUCK Horse and Wt.
gon Covers.

CHEMICAL DUCK Hors as4
Wagon Covers.

ANYTHlNd that cast be mads
out of Duck or Caayas.

' Not changs sf sddrsast

333 S. CANAL ST.

Undertakers
Embalmers

Livery...
176 Grand Avenue

Main

150 Wells Street.

J. CORNI8H.

CORNISH,

cm isww pnets.

Livery, Boarding:,
'AND:

SALE STABLES.
331 and 333 Webster Ave. (Tel. North 646.)

CHAS. BURMEISTER,

UNDER TAKER!
303 Larrabee Street,

Telephone North 188. CHICAQO, ILL.

SLOAN &

Livery and
Undertaking.

and

TslSBhsn

a8a i and 2823 Archer Ave., Chicago.
Tslophon Yards 781.

Hearses, Carriages and Buggies. Orders Promptly
Attended to Day and Night.

. DROSDOWITZ,
Wholesale and Retail

MILLINERY.
600 MILWAiyCM AV.

Thto weU-kJWH- m HUasry firm Iwjw largest MlUhmy ttsck
atsswo,

4


